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Tur. a among the prediſpoſing* bes of tlie 
French Revolution, a growing diſbelief of the 


_ Chriſtian Religion was one of the moſt powerful, 


the Author of the following diſcourſe had frequent 


opportunities, repeated at different periods, of ob- 


ſerving upon the ſpot ;---the deplorable effect of it 


was an avowed and national apoſtacy. Of this 
there cannot be a more unequivocal and deciſive = 


| proof than the New Republican Calendar. For 


the diviſion of time into decades is manifeſtly le- . 
g velled at Chriſtianity; and intended to prevent, as 


far as poſlible, its revival, by deſtroying all traces 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath. Similar cauſes will ever 
produce ſimilar effects. Wherever ſuch diſbelief 


ſhall prevail, to any extent, it muſt irreſiſtibly draw _ 
after it the diſſolution of the exiſting Governments. 


Of this thoſe, who. believe the Golpel | to be the - 
; word of God, cannot entertain a doubt; and it is 


18. Memoirs of Jacobiniſm, by the Abbe BARVEL. 
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CW 
obvious to the unaſſiſted common ſenſe of every 
refleting perſon, that a People, who have loſt all 

apprehenſion of a general and particular Provi- ” 
| dence, and a future ſtate of retribution---that is, 
who have as well as ſald in their hearts that there 8 
is no God, — vill require a regimen very different 


ein what was ſufficient to controul them, when 
under the influence of ſuch ſalutary reſtraints. - 


And it may be aſſerted with all confidence, that, as 
there never has exiſted, ſo, in the preſent ſtate of 
human knowledge, there never can exiſt, a ſettled, 
uniform and energetic ſenſe of a Providence anda 
future ſlate, without a well atteſted divine revela- | 
tion. Re 

For theſe reaſons it is, that, at this criſis, preg- 

nant with events, in which the deſtinies, not of 
Europe only, but of the whole world may be in- 5 
volved, this diſcourſe is offered to the Public, as 

an act of Pro efſonal Duty. For, in the hour of 5 
alarm and peril, even the ſeebleſt arm ſhould be 
raiſed to prop the C onfitt tion; and, now, that 
the public attention 18 fo avxio! Ny: occvpie: 1 akout x 


the general tranquillity, 1t 18 peculia: ly 1: acumbent i 


En ] 


upon the Chriſtian Clergy to point out the things, _ 


which truly and eſſentially belong unto our peace. 
That infidelity has, of late, made rapid advances 
| among us, can neither be denied nor concealed. 
Were Tt; the fruit of conviction, upon fair en- . 
quiry, nothing could be ſaid; as, after all, every 
one's own reaſon, duly improved and impartially 
0 exerciſed, muſt decide upon this moſt momentous of 
all our concerns. But it is no ſuch thing dit is 
now, preciſely, as the Apoſtle repreſents it to have 
been at the firſt promulgation of Chriſtianity. * If 
our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt ; 
in whom the God of this world has blinded the 
5 minds of them that believe not, leaſt the light of . 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto 
them.“ An inordinate love of ſenſual pleaſures, 
with various and eager purſuits of wealth in ſub- 
ſervience thereto, has engroſſed the heart; of 
which, as the ſhrewdeſt obſervers. of human nature 
have long ago diſcovered, the underſtanding i is al- 
ways the dupe. 80 that a pure and holy religion, 
like our's, whole ſpirit and precepts bear ſuch 4 
marked oppoſition to the ee and manners 


of. 


vm 7 
of the age, cannot expect a candid and impartial 
hearing. The root, then, of modern infidelity 1 is 

to be looked for in the heart; which, as the evi- 


dence for the Chriſtian faith neither is, nor could . 


be, rigorouſly demon. frative, muſt firſt be purified : 
and prepared. And ber ce alone it is, that What 


Newton, Locke and Addiſon have believed, de- 


ended and explained, is repudiated, as it were, 
without examination, as a palpable impoſture; ; 
laughed out of countenance by the wit and plea- 
ſantry of a V oltaire, or caſily ſurrendered to the i 
wild aſſertions and | flimſy ſophiſms of The Age 4 of -.-- 
Reaſon. „ 
Let me, therefore, adjure all, who are e capable of 
| ſerious thought and pretend to education, to make 
a a ſolemn pauſe---and, before they ceaſe to wor- 
4 ſhip the God of their fathers, and renounce the reli- 
gion of their country, which i is moſt intimately con- 
5 nected with its political welfare; (for, depend upon 
it, the Chriſtian monarchies of Europe will ſtand 
or fall together with the religion ) to put this que- 
ſtion home to their conſcience: * Whether, with 
an honelt heart, devoid of ſuch vicious paſſions as 
muſt 


B 
muſt of neceſſity pervert the judgment, and with 
diligence and zeal, equal to the importance of the 
buſineſs, they have enquired into and maturely 


weighed the maſs of Various evidence which Chri- 
ſlianity has to offer for ſelf?” — and, as the an- 


ſwer * meow them God. 


* See Dr. Parkv- s View of the Evidence, &c. 
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1 . 


ona wes we dS: he 


- 0 


Tur GOSPEL BY Sr. LUKE. 
Chap. 19. Ver. 41, 492. 


6 Wurn Js WAS COME NEAR, HE BEHELD THE E CiTy, AND 
© WEPT OVER IT, SAYING; IF THOU HADST. KNOWN, EVEN. 
« THOU, IN THIS THY Day, THE THINGS WHICH BELONG | 
* UNTO THY PEACE ! BUT, NOW, THEY ARE ID FROM THINE 
6 Eves.” | 


Ir would be difficult to find a elſes, throughout the whole 
range of Scripture, either in itſelf more affecting, or better 
calculated. to ſuggeſt ſuch reflections, as may be ſuitable to 
the preſent ſolemnity and the very awful ſituation of our 
country. In this our day, when the ſtate of Europe, both | 
civil and eccleſiaſtie, is ſo violently convulſed as to baffle all 
conjecture. about the iſſue ; when one mighty Power ſeems. 
to trample upon all order and degree, and threatens to over- 


throw all eſtabliſhments which the wiſdom and experience 


of our anceſtors had conſecrated; it cannot, ſurely, be un- . 


ſeaſonab! e to recal to > your : attention a moſt momentous truth, 
B 2 5 of 


Ts. 


I of which we are too apt to tols ſight : © That, however the 


_ rulers of the earth may ſtand up and take counſel together; - 
| however the people may imagine | a vain thing, ſtill the af- 
fairs of this world are under the controul of infinite wildem; 1 
l after all, it is God Who ruleth in the kingdoms of men.' 
For, until we are deeply convinced of this, and, moreover, 5 
acquaint ourſelves with the methods of this his providential 
government. of the univerſe, we can never know the things 
which truly belong unto our peace ; ; nor, conſequently, ever 
demean ourſelves in ſuch a manner, as may ſecure our indi- : 
= vidual happineſs, as well as the proſperity of our country: : 
two things, which God has Joined together, and which we 
ſhould never contemplate aſunder. 


With this view, 1 have made choice of the words of the 
text; becauſe, as 1 have already hinted, the introductory 
part of them! is peculiarly affecting; and as they ſeem to ad- 
mit of the moſt pointed application to ourſelves: — When 
Jeſus was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
: it'”—Shall the beloved and only begotten Son of God, who : 
came into the world but to redeem it from the guilt and 
conſequences of fin, and was to return to heaven, imme- 
diately, upon the completion of his miniſtry ;—ſhall he 


feel for his brethren 1 in the fleſh, and weep over the impend- 


ta Ing 


N 
ing calamities of his country. in which he foreknew he could 
not participate ?---And ſhall not we, who have fo much to - 
apprehend from the malice and power of our foreign enemies ; 3 
perhaps not much leſs from the ſeditious and malignant ef- 
| forts of our inteſtine foes ; ; and every thing to dread from the 
viſible decline among us of the religious and moral principle, 


which is the very cement of all civil ſociety ; ; and without 


which all human laws, were it only from the want of execu- 5 
tion, muſt. prove a dead letter Shall not we, 1 fay, be : 
awake and tremblingly alive to this tremendous ſituation of 

our country ? Shall not we, , not only pray for the peace of this D 
our Jeruſalem, in which our own is involved. but anxiouſly | 
enquire into the things which belong unto it ;—ſearch out N 
the ways of God to man in his moral government of the uni- 

verſe ; ; and, having diſcovered the cauſes, which either accele- 


rate or retard the diſſolution and fall of empires, do all that 


is poſſible to be done to avert the ſtorm, which has for ſome 5 
time been gathering over our heads. and ſeems ready to ; 
| burſt upon | us | 3 5 FR 
When we recollect the tears which Jeſus ſhed over the 
grave of Lazarus, and his impaſſioned exclamation, in St. 
Matthew's Goſpel, on the impenitence and approaching fate 


of Jeruſalem rendered more exquiſite by an image taken 


from f 


(4) 


from maternal tenderneſs ; ; Oh Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem how 


often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 


A hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not: recollecting this, I ſay, we muſt wonder, that, among 
e charges againſt Chriſtianity, it is ſometimes alledged, that 
it has beſtowed no praiſe upon, nor even taken notice of, ſuch 
amiable qualities as private friendſhip and patriotic affection ! 
The truth is, that univerſal benevolence, which is the very 
efſence of Chriſtianity, and would reſtore univerſal happineſs, | 
as far as is compatible with a ſtate of earthly probation, con- 
3 5 ſtitutes fo great and prominent a part of it, that all the leſſer 
charities are thrown, as it were, into the back ground ; 2 and 
: ſcarce appear to have : any exiſtence, but as they are involved 


| In, and proceed from, that comprehenſive and prolific principle. 


Jeſus, then, going up to Jeruſalem, where he knew that | 


by wicked hands he ſhould be crucified and lain; ; yet fore- 
ſeeing the terr ible deſtruction of the city and the conſequent . 
8 diſperſion” of the Jewiſh people, (which was effected by the 1 5 
: Romans, under the Emperor Veſpaſian; ) when its enemies 7 


ſhould caſt a trench about it and compaſs it round; ſhould ” 


lay it even with the ground, and not leave in it one ſtone 


upon another ; — wept. over it, aying; if thou hadſt known, 


at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 


peace!“ | 


( 3 9 
peace ” A moſt affectionate with, that the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, i in this hour of peril, had known by what means | 

7 they might avert the impending ruin of their city and polity ; 5 
| which implies that the thing was poſlible ; for otherwiſe, the = 


wiſh would have been an inſult, agreeing with the gra- 


5 cious character of the ſpeaker. 


In St. Matthew” 8 Goſpel, we find the cauſes of the cala- 
mities, which hung over this devoted capital of the Jewiſh na- 
= tion, detailed — —_ Behold, 1 ſend unto you prophets, and wiſe 
5 men and ſeribes; g and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and crucify, 
and ſome of them ſhall ye ſeourge in your ſynagogues and 
perſecute from city to city ; Verily, I ſay unto you, all theſe 
things ſhall come upon this generation. „lere it is ex- 
preſsly declared, that the moral cauſes of the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem were the impiety and conſequent impenitence of 
its inhabitants ; 15 manifeſted by the cruel treatment of all the 
meſſengers, whom it pleaſed God, from time to time, to ſend 
to reform them : * 0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt 8 


the prophets, and ſoneſt them that are ſent unto thee.” 


From hence it iS obvious to infer, what the things, which 


Z belonged unto their peace, were : == Had they returned unto. 


the Lord their God, in all the W. vays of penitence and prayer; 
had they honoured and received his prophets ; and, liſtening 


to: 


TT ) 


oe their warning voice, ceaſed to do evil and learnt to do 


N ell there is room to preſume, that their city would have 5 


been ſpared ; and that, inſtead of exhibiting, as they now. do, 5 


the ſpectacle of the moſt marvellous diſperſion, | in. conſequence 


of the Juſt judgment of God, they might have been Rill Ty 
people. 


Nor is s this a ſolitary inſtance, but the conſtant and uniform Zo, 


method of God' 8 dealing with the Children of Ifrael ; as fully 
5 appears from the ſpeech of Achior, the Ammonite, recorded 
in the book of Judith, and the advice therein given to Holo- k 
phernes, when he came up with a numerous hoſt againſt them. 5 
« Whilſt, fays he, this people finned not before their God, : 
they proſpered ; becauſe the God, that hateth iniquity, was 
with them. But, when they departed from the way, which ”— 
he appointed them, they were deſtroyed i in many battles after ” 
: wonderful ſort ; 1 and were led captive into a land that was Ro 
not their” 8. But, now, they are turned to their God, and are 
7 come up from their captivity, and have again poſſeſſed Jeruſa- 


lem. Now, therefore, my Lord and Governour, if there be 5 


any fault in this people, and they have ſinned againſt their 


God, let us conſider that this ſhall be their ruin ; and let us 


£0 up, that we may overcome them but, if there be no ini- 


8 in this s people, let my Lord OP by ; : leſt their God 


defend : 


CP: 


defend them, and we become a reproach before all the world.“ 


And 0 invariably obſerved was this rule of God's providence 


with reſpect to the Jewiſh people, that, as we may ſee from 
their hiſtory throughout the Old Teſtament, every degree of 


public iniquity and departure from Gods laws was always 155 
2 Srniſhed with public judgments ; ; and, on the contrary, every 

Xs degree of public repentance and reformation was always re- 

warded with public proſperity: in fo much, that whoever 

could make a correct eſtimate of the morals of that nation, 


and determine how it ſtood as to religion or impiety, might, | 


at the fame time, foretel it 5 future fortunes. 


Here it may be aſked, (and, certainly, with great propriety) 
whether this method of God' 8 dealing with che Jews, which is 
confirmed to us, not only by our ſacred writings, but by their 
own celebrated hiſtorian, be not particular to them, who were 


his people after a peculiar manner, having entered into. a ſpe- 1 


cial covenant with him, nd that he ſhould be to them a God, 


and they to him a people; 3 —or whether it is not applicable 85 


to all people and nations upon earth. 


It muſt be allowed, that, as ſalvation was to ) be of the Jews; 


that IS, as the Meſſiah, according to the covenant which God 


made with Abraham, was to proceed from his loins, he ſeems 


to take them under his peculiar care; and to exerciſe ſuch a 


C EEE provi- 


_— — K 2 


1:44 
providence over them, as might be moſt ſubſervient to the 


grand event; “ the redemption of the world by Jeſus 7 


Nazareth. '—In the Old Teſtament little notice is taken of the 


Hiſtory « of other nations, any further than it is connected with 


that of the J ews; yet there is enough to ſhew, that God's me- 


thod of dealing with the heathen was not materially different 
from that ſo uniformly purſued with his own people. We have 
two remarkable inſtances, and of an oppoſite iſſue, upon record. 


The fire fell down from Heaven upon the impenitent Sodom 


and Gomorrah; and, deſtroying them with their inhabitants, 9 1 


left not a wreck behind. —The ſame God, who hateth iniquity 


” wherever he finds it, had ſolemnly denounced deſtruction upon 5 


the city of Nineveh by his prophet Jonah ; and that within for- . 


ty days- but, upon the repentance of the Ninevites, (although, 
under r no ſpecial covenant with hin} he ſuſpended his ſentence, 
and gave them a further time. 


In the New Teſtament, which f is addreſſed to all the world, 


7 the doctrine of a particular : as well as general providence is fo. 


| frequently inculcated, and in terms ſo clear of all ambiguity, 


that he, who runs, muſt read 6 8 Are not two ſparrows ſold 
for a farthing ? and yet ſaid Teſus himſelf, not one of them ſhall 
fall on the ground without your father. hat God, who, 


as we ſee, does 1 not overlook the meaneſt and moſt inconſider- i 


able 


TY ) 


able of his creatures, can it be imagined, that he i is not more 
concerned for the happineſs and wellbeing of the nobleſt part 
g of the viſible creation; of mankind, who are formed in his own 
- image? He certainly i is; and the ſame divine teacher aſſures ; 
E us, that even the hairs of our head are all numbered. And 
can it be imagined, that he does not take Kill more care of the 
greater bodies and combinations of men, ſuch as nations and 
kingdoms ; : Which are in ſo many reſpects more conſiderable 
than individuals, and in whoſe fortunes the good c or ill of parti- 
cular perſons} is bound up ?—He certainly muſt; and it is among | 
” the principal ends of revelation to poſſeſs our minds with a firm 


: belief, that God, as he is the creator, is alſo the governour of 


: the world; and that, in particular, it is he * v wks ruleth i in the 


kingdoms of men. —1 he principles and meaſures, according to 
| which he is pleaſed to proceed in this his providential govern- 
ment, are the ſame; whether we take them from the Old | 
Teſtament, as exemplified | in his conduct towards the J ews, or 
from thoſe declarations which, in the New, are addreſſed to all 
nations: * that ſin or iniquity 1 is the real ultimate cauſe of all 


3 calamity, public as well as private; and that, unleſs we re- 


: pent, both individually and nationally, we ſhall periſh, ”—The . 


times and the ſeaſons, indeed, are with himſelf: thoſe eighteen, S 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and deſtroyed chem w were 


F 
5 not ſinners above all that dwelt at J clic; and conſequent- | 
N ly, in our eyes, not riper for judgement ; but, ſooner or later, as 
may beſt accord with the eternal purpoſes of his providence, 
unleſs we repent, we ſhall all, of whatever age and whatever 
country, likewiſe periſh, 
1 his view of the divine ſuperintendance and moral admi- 


niſtration of the univerſe, which the Chriſtian Scriptures exhibit, | 


fo far from being contrary to any concluſion of ſound reaſon, 
cannot be rejected without falling into the greateſt of all ab- f 

ſurdities; « the eternity of the world or an endleſs ſucceſſion of 

cauſes and effects.” 8 For, if there be one ſu upreme eternal cauſe, N 

| who created the world and all things therein, he muſt be the 

ü governour of it. T he ſame goodneſs, the ſame deſire of com- 


5 municating to other beings out of his inexhauſtible ſtock of 


happineſs, which at firſt induced him to create them, muſt ever N 


5 N engage him to preſerve and watch over them —Having, in par- 
| ticular, formed man in his own image, that | is, endued him with . 
reaſon and liberty having made him capable of diſcovering ; 
the divine will and acknowledging it as the rule of his actions. = 
rewards or puniſhments muſt follow from his infinite juſtice, as 
being inſeparable from the idea of a law. And. in fact, we find 
from all we can collect of ancient nations, from all we read 
or hear of modern ones, that, wherever the belief of God, as 


— =N Creator, 


( gy ) 
a Creator, has prevailed, a providential care and manage- 

ment of human affairs was always admitted — Among the 
Greeks and Romans, eſpecially, under the preſſure of actual, 5 
and the apprehenſion of impending calamity, their poets and 
| hiſtorians, their oratours and philoſophers, almoſt all, agree in 

aſcribing it to their impiety, the neglect. of the temples and 

altars of their Gods, and the conſequent depravity of their 
manners. —S0 ſtrong and congenial, as it were, to the mind : 
of man is the conviction of a Providence, when c once a Su- 
preme creator is admitted. 45 e 

When we pretend to explain the means and meaſures of 

this Providence; ſuch as, how far it is general or particular ; ; ; 

how far according to the courſe. of nature, or miraculous; 


difficulties and obſcurities, no doubt, will, and ſhould, crowd 6 


85 upon us; ; for, as we read, 0 the ways of God are not as our f 


ways.” | Whoever has a juſt ſenſe of the dilproportion be- 


tween a Being infinite in all his attributes, and the very 1i- 


: mited faculties of a creature like man, cannot be ſurpriſed k 


find the ways of the Eternal often intricate, and, in ſeveral Ee 


inſtances, to us inexplicable. Difficulties, thats. on a 


ſubject of this nature, ſo far from being ſolid objections, are 


but the unavoidable conſequence of the immenſe diſtance be- 


a tween God and man. 


Upon 


1 12 . 


- Upon the whole; 3: tk there be not an eternal Power, of infi- 


. 


nite goodneſs, juſtice and wiſdom ; who exerciſes a general 


and particular providence over the human race, in its ſocial = 


well as individual capacity Who puniſhes ſin, here and 
| hereafter, but is propitiated by repentance not only Chri- i 
ftianity, but all Religion, all intercourſe between earth and 
heaven, is annihilated ; prayer becomes a rhapſody; ; every 


rite, that has ever Jeon inſtituted to appeaſe the wrath or 


conciliate the favour of God, muſt, as founded 1 in miſconcep- = 


: tion, be abandoned; and we muſt ſink, at once, into a dreary 
and hopeleſs Atheiſm ; a ſyſtem, not more adverſe to all the 
generous feelings and nobler expectations of man, than it 


is contrary to every ſound principle of reaſon, the concur- 


4 . 


rent opinion and practice of all civilized nations, in all ages, 
Jeruſalem, then, fell by the hands of Titus, under cir= 
8 cumſtances of accumulated horror becauſe, as our Saviour 
foreſaw, it knew not the things Which belonged unto it's 
peace: ˖ that i 1s, inſtead of liſtening, as it ought to have done, 
to the prophets, wiſe men and ſcribes, who were ſent to call | 
it to repentance, it killed ome, ſcourged others, and perſe- 
cuted them from city to city. We have ſeen, moreover, from 2 
ſeveral inſtances in the Old and New Teſtament, that this 
- treatment was not particular 1 to the Jews, but the great and 


unchange- 


. 
unchangeable law of God's vindictive Providence with reſpect 

to all nations 5 6 that after long and unavailing forbearance, 
when the meaſure of their iniquity was full; as was the caſe 
of the Canaanites, of old, whom the anceſtors of theſe Jews 
were appointed to exterminate, they ſhould be deſtroyed.” 
- his ſhould prove a moſt awakening call to us, ſeriouſly to 
100K into the things, which belong unto our peace, as a people 0 


that is, the things, which affect our real and ſubſtantial proſpe- : 


rity. We know too well, how ignorant individuals often are 
of their true condition; nor is this ſelf-deception more uncom- 
mon with nations; who : are full as apt to miſtake a morbid , 
fulneſs for genuine political health. We often hear of the 
| unexampled pitch of proſperity, at which this country is ſaid 
to have arrived, Thoſe, indeed, who entertain no other notion 
| of national proſperity, but as it ariſes from opulence and com- . 
merce, from colonies and extent of territory, might be per- 
mitted to hold this language; nor would one diſturb ſo flattering . 
an illuſion, were it not for the certain and fatal conſequences of 
it. —In truth, (whether 1 we take it from revelation, or ſeek for it | 
in the juſt concluſion of unaſſiſted reaſon, ) theſe things make 5 


- but a very inconſiderable part of the true happineſs or proſpe- 


—_ rity of any people; and contribute little to the ſtability of LR 


empire. If we have recourſe to the former, the memorable and 


aflec- 


1 
altecllonate words of God to Moſes concerning the Child- 
ren of Ifrael decide the matter at once: Oh, that there 

; were in them ſuch an heart, that they would fear me, and, 


| keep all my commandments always, that it might be well ; 


; with them and with their children for ever.” In the ſcripture 5 


ö account, you ſee, it cannot be well with any people, without 
5 fearing God and keeping his commandments : that! is, no na- 


tion can truly proſper without religion, and that ſound mora- 


lity which. i is the natural offspring of it, and ſeldom, if ever, to, 


: be found without 98 


And this moſt expreſs declaration is abundantly confirmed. - 
by our reaſon; whether it examines the general principles. 
of ſociety and government, or reviews the hiſtory of paſt 
ages. — So far from proſpering, it is obvious to reaſon but 
moderately converſant | in ſuch things, that no ſpecies of 65 | 
ciety can long exiſt without moral virtue or public ſpirit. — 
For, when each individual becomes the centre of his own. : 


actions, diſcord, diſunion and diſſolution muſt enſue. It has 


been the outcry. in all ages, that laws, mere human laus, 1 


without morals were of no avail. And when we, once, loſe 


ſight of God, as our Creator, Preſerver and Judge, we ſhall 


foon ceaſe. to regard man as our fellow - creature, and to con- 
ider ourſelves as accountable beings ; morality is at an end, 


and, 


8 _ * 
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(8) 
and, conſequently, the bands of all ſociety, civil and dome'- - 
tic, are relaxed. Religion is the great principle, (if 1 may 
+ exprels myſelf, ) of moral gravitation. For as, in the na- 


tural world, if the operation of this cauſe. was, but for a mo- 


ment, ſuſpended, the globe itſelf, with all that adorns it, 0 


- Gould be loſt in one e ſhapeleſs confuſion of the elements; lo, 
in the moral, remove but religion, and the great and leſſer 
| maſſes of ſociety will ſpeedily diſſolve; ; and man, repelling 


man, will ſpread anarchy and deſolation throughout the uni- 


3 | 1 - verſe. —Agr eeably to this reaſoning, the hiſtory of paſt ages = 
15 little elſe than the tranſlation of po! litical power and proſ- 


perity from one people to another, as they roſe or fell in the 


Rh ſcale of piety and juſtice, temperance and public ſpirit. — 
Such are che things which h belong unto the peace of every 
| People, N 5 


Do we, then, fear God, and keep all his commandments . 


| abrays ?—If not, the Old Teſtament declares, that it cannot 

be well with us, and with our children for ever. Are ve. 

undder a deep convietion of our ſins, which, 1 am ſare, it; is 8 
not neceſſary to point out; an! do we purpoſe an imme liate . 


and thorough repentance of them 7— If not, the New informs 15 


us, that we ſhall all likewiſe periſh. - Or ſhall we go to rea- 


: ſon, aud the hiſtory of paſt a ages, to know what we have to 
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without piety, juſtice, temperance and the train of ſocial vir- 


| ter uniformly confirms this deciſion. 


expect? The former eſtabliſhes, beyond all controve fy, that, - 


| tues, no nation can proſper ; nor, indeed, long exiſt : the lat- 


Laſtly, do we, my brethren, in this our day. know theſe 


things, which thus confeſſedly belong unto our peace ?—thet 


i determine, but it behoves every one e much to conſider. 


is, are we thoroughly perſuaded, that the welfare and ſtabi- 
lity ol all nations hang upon them! ? or, are they hid from 5 
our eyes, as, unhappily, they were from thoſe of the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem ?— The underſtanding, of itſelf, would 

; readily : aſſent to the truth of what has been now advanced; = 

| but when it is darkened (in the Scripture phraſe) by finful | 
; paſſions, it becomes their dupe, and ſees things only as they 


f repreſent them. How far this is our caſe, is not for me to 


. mall only add—If what has lately come to paſs i in a 


blood, which have been there exhibited, do not prove to us, 
what muſt be the fruits of irreligion ; of inordinate ſelfiſh- 


neſs and unreſtrained paſſions, which: are the certain conſe- 


which truly belong unto our peace, it would ſeem, as if they 


muſt be hid fr om | them for ever. 


But 


neighbouring country ; ; if the ſcenes of rapine, cruelty and 5 


5 quences of it; ;—if they do not open our eyes to the things 
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, or latter, will deſtroy them.” 


But we will hope better + things. We truſt, that the awful 


: example now before us is not loſt upon this country, but has 
given a ſalutary alarm to our fears; ; and, having made us 
ſenſible of our danger, has, at the ſame time, pointed out the 
4. way to eſcape. | 
We truſt, moreover, that the judgments of the Lord, which 
3 are. now on the earth, will reach the heart, and teach us the 
neceſſary leſſon of a national repentance ; —for, unleſs we re- 


pent, we are repeatedly aflured, [og little matters, whether 


_ judgment of heaven, ) that we muſt all periſh. 


And we pray God ſo to purify our hearts, and enlighten 
our underſtanding, that we may perceive, and feel in all it's 


force, this moſt important truth; * that it is righteouſneſs 
alone which- exalteth a nation; and that what is even deemed 


the proſperity of fools, of i impious and wicked men, ſooner 


Amen. 


. from the natural operation of moral cauſes, or by the ſpecial . 
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